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In this plan you'll find:

e Step-by-step construction
instruction.

® A complete bill of materials.

® Construction drawings and
related photos.

® Tips to help you complete the
project and become a better
woodworker.

cer Adobe ' To download these plans,
Reader  4F you will need Adobe Reader

installed on your computer. If you want to get

a free copy, visit: http://adobe.com/reader.

Having trouble downloading the plans?
Right click on the download link and select
“Save Target As...” or “Save Link As...”
(depending on the web browser you are
using) to download to your local drive.

Copyright Woodworker’s Journal © 2010

This pattern is copyrighted by Woodworker's Journal.
Purchasers of this plan may make three copies for
personal use in the shop. The pattern itself, however, is
the property of Woodworker's Journal and is not to be
reproduced for distribution or resale. Doing so,
including via any electronic methods, is a violation of
copyright law.
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e sized this sturdy desk set for a child about
Four years old, bat the dimensions can be
easily changed o adapt it o u farger or smaller
chikd. It features a pood-sized *“cubby,” which is hamdy
for sioring books. papers and supplics. Amd the foar
plastic cups ase bcal for halding pencils, crayons, and
palnibrashes. We chose 1o make it from pine (1o reduce
cast and weight), but most any wood can be used.

“The twe front legs (A) and the two back legs (B) can be
made first. Start with four pieces of 1'2 in. square stock,
each one measuring aboat 2112 in. long. Avosd stock that
contains knots or other defects thal would affect strength,
{1f you don’t have 12 in, stock on hand, you can got it by
face-ghuing 4 in, thick stock.)

Use the miter gange 1o trim and square the boltom end of
each leg, then set the miter gauge to § degrees and cut the front
legs 1o an overall bength of 20%s in. and the back legs 1o an
overall lengih of 21 in.

Next, set up the dado head 10 cut the Y in. by 1'/2 in. posches
on cach leg. Note that the notches start 16 in. from the bottom,

The back (C) can now be made. Stan with stock a bit wider
and longer than mecessary. With the table saw blade set 1o o
S-degree angle, rip the back 1o 5 in. wide. Then, set the saw
blade to 90 and crosscut the back 1o final lengih,

Now, cut the two sides (D) 10 the dimensions shown in the
Rill of Materinks. To estabiish the taper along the top edge,
temporarily clamp the sides 1o the legs (remember to allow for
the Y in, thick back), then lay a siraightedge across the fops of
the begs and scribe the angle. Use a band saw to cat just outside
the marked line. A sharp hand planc will doa nice job trimming
the cut exacily 10 the line.

You'll probably need o edge-gloe siock in onder 1o get
enough widih for the botiom (E). When edge-gluing, it's best 1o
cul the stock a bit longer and wider than necessary. After the
clanips are remaoved, trim o finad length and width.

Final sand all the paris, then assemble the two sides to the
bottom with 14 in. long by no. 10 flathead wood scrows,
countersunk and plugged, Because the bittom is rather wide, it
st be abile to move freely with changes in bumidity, so don't
use any ghue here. To help allow for that inevitable wood
mavement, you'll need 1o bore the two lroalmost screw shank
holes slightly oversized {we used 2 /s in. diameter bit).

The back is next. Apply glue to the mating surfaces, then add
severnl countersumk and plugged wood screws.
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Now, assenible the four legs. Use gloe and wood screws as
shown. Keep in mind that you'll nead 10 use shoner (114 in
long) screws as the 134 in. screws will bresk through the side
If used here, Check for squoreness before setling aside to dry.

Edge-glue stock for the top (F) and trim it 1o final length and
widih, Lay out and mark the cenlerline location of the cup
holbes, then bore them using the drill press with a circle cutter.

Before baring the holes though, it"s a good idea 1o purchase
the plastic cups, as you may peed to adjust the diameter slightly
For a good fit. You'll want cups that have a sturdy rolled lip that
can sapport the cup in the hole. We used 2 3 in diameser
imeasured across the 1op), 9 ounce plastic cup made by the Salo
Cup Conmpany of Urbana, [llincis (their part no, P-9B), Our
local discount department store carried a good supply of them.

Cut the pencil stop (G) 1o sze and apply a slight rmdius all
around the top edge. I will be added laver on after painting

Mext, cut the beneh sides (1) bo final length and width, Use
the dado head to cut the /s in. wide by '/ in. deep dado in cach
one as shown. Use a compass to scribe the 5/ in. top mdius
and the 242 in. bottom radius, then cut them with a band saw,
LUse a 44 bn. diameter drill bit toestablish the ends of the handle
hile cutout. Once the holes are bored, conplete the cutout with
a hand hebd jig saw, The scai (1) and stretcher (K) are now cut
1o size. Wit the dada head, cut the M in. wide by 'fu in, deep
groove on the underside of the seat. Final sand, then assemble
ihe parts as shown.

The desk and bench are ready for painting. Note that the top
has not yel been assembled in order 1o make it easier 1o paint
the cubby later on.

Kids shouldn't be exposed 10 sharp edges so, before going
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U 7 7 e sized this sturdy desk set for a child about
\\/\\/ four years old, but the dimensions can be

vy easily changed to adapt it to a larger or smaller
child. It features a good-sized ‘‘cubby,”’ which is handy
for storing books, papers and supplies. And the four
plastic cups are ideal for holding pencils, crayons, and
paintbrushes. We chose to make it from pine (to reduce
cost and weight), but most any wood can be used.

The two front legs (A) and the two back legs (B) can be
made first. Start with four pieces of 1'/2 in. square stock, |
each one measuring about 21'/2 in. long. Avoid stock that [

contains knots or other defects that would affect strength. e =

(If you don’t have 1'/2 in. stock on hand, you can get it by !ﬁr
face-gluing 3/4 in. thick stock.)

Use the miter gauge to trim and square the bottom end of
each leg, then set the miter gauge to 5 degrees and cut the front
legs to an overall length of 20'/s in. and the back legs to an
overall length of 21 in.

Next, set up the dado head to cut the 3/4 in. by 1'/2 in. notches
on each leg. Note that the notches start 16 in. from the bottom.

The back (C) can now be made. Start with stock a bit wider
and longer than necessary. With the table saw blade set to a
5-degree angle, rip the back to 5 in. wide. Then, set the saw
blade to 90 degrees and crosscut the back to final length.

Now, cut the two sides (D) to the dimensions shown in the
Bill of Materials. To establish the taper along the top edge,
temporarily clamp the sides to the legs (remember to allow for
the 3/4 in. thick back), then lay a straightedge across the tops of
the legs and scribe the angle. Use a band saw to cut just outside
the marked line. A sharp hand plane will do a nice job trimming
the cut exactly to the line.

You’ll probably need to edge-glue stock in order to get
enough width for the bottom (E). When edge-gluing, it’s best to
cut the stock a bit longer and wider than necessary. After the
clamps are removed, trim to final length and width.

Final sand all the parts, then assemble the two sides to the
bottom with 13/4 in. long by no. 10 flathead wood screws,
countersunk and plugged. Because the bottom is rather wide, it
must be able to move freely with changes in humidity, so don’t
use any glue here. To help allow for that inevitable wood
movement, you’ll need to bore the two frontmost screw shank
holes slightly oversized (we used a '/4 in. diameter bit).

The back is next. Apply glue to the mating surfaces, then add
several countersunk and plugged wood screws.
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Now, assemble the four legs. Use glue and wood screws as
shown. Keep in mind that you'll need to use shorter (1'/4 in.
long) screws as the 13/4 in. screws will break through the side
if used here. Check for squareness before setting aside to dry.

Edge-glue stock for the top (F) and trim it to final length and
width. Lay out and mark the centerline location of the cup
holes, then bore them using the drill press with a circle cutter.

Before boring the holes though, it’s a good idea to purchase
the plastic cups, as you may need to adjust the diameter slightly
for a good fit. You’ll want cups that have a sturdy rolled lip that
can support the cup in the hole. We used a 3 in. diameter
(measured across the top), 9 ounce plastic cup made by the Solo
Cup Company of Urbana, Illinois (their part no. P-9B). Our
local discount department store carried a good supply of them.

Cut the pencil stop (G) to size and apply a slight radius all
around the top edge. It will be added later on after painting.

Next, cut the bench sides (I) to final length and width. Use
the dado head to cut the 34 in. wide by /4 in. deep dado in each
one as shown. Use a compass to scribe the 5'/8 in. top radius
and the 2'/2 in. bottom radius, then cut them with a band saw.
Use a 3/4 in. diameter drill bit to establish the ends of the handle
hole cutout. Once the holes are bored, complete the cutout with
a hand held jig saw. The seat (J) and stretcher (K) are now cut
to size. With the dado head, cut the /4 in. wide by !/4 in. deep
groove on the underside of the seat. Final sand, then assemble
the parts as shown.

The desk and bench are ready for painting. Note that the top
has not yet been assembled in order to make it easier to paint
the cubby later on.

Kids shouldn’t be exposed to sharp edges so, before going
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Bill of Materials Pt = g
(all dimensions actual) _l__ —
No. .
Part  Description Size Req'd.
Desk
A Front Leg 12 x 112x20s 2 . |
B Back Leg 1ex1kx21 2 J ==
C Back $ax5x20 1 3|3 2
D End Yax5Ux12* 2 g es A
E Bottom Yax12x 182 1
F Top Sax 18 x 24 1
G Pencil Stop Yax3ax18 1
H Cup 3 dia. 4
Bench
| Side Hax 92 x14 2
J  Seat 3ax9'2x16 1
K Stretcher Hax 22 x15z 1
* Extra width allows for later trimming
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any further, use a file and sandpaper to
apply a generous roundover to all edges

and corners.

Using an oil based wood primer, prime

all the desk and bench
surfaces except the
upper surface of the top.
When dry, paint the
ends, back, bottom, un-
derside of the top,
bench seat and stretcher
with two coats of yel-
low enamel paint.

Now, assemble the
top (again use oversized
screw shank holes to
allow for movement)

and apply a coat of the
primer. Allow to dry

before adding two coats of yellow.
Next, paint the legs, bench sides, and pencil stop with two

\5Vz

coats of orange enamel. An artist’s brush will come in handy in
the areas where orange meets yellow. When dry, tack the pencil
stop in place with a few countersunk brads. Fill the countersunk
holes with wood putty, then sand smooth and touch up each one

with a bit of orange paint.
November/December 1991

)

N

© 2010 Woodworker’s Journal

/

_'JN”:"L'__"-""!

47



[OODWORKER'S
jJURNAL

Thank you for purchasing this Woodworker’s Journal Classic Project plan.

Woodworker’s Journal Classic Projects are scans of much-loved woodworking plans from our
library of back issues. Please note that specific products and sources cited in a plan when it
originally appeared may no longer be available.

If you experience any problems with this plan, please contact: info@woodworkersjournal.com
or

Attn: Classic Projects

Woodworker’s Journal

4365 Willow Drive
Medina, MN 55340

Thank you again for your purchase, and happy woodworking!

Mait Becker
Internet Production Coordinator
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